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Progression of Skills 
We foster a ‘project led’ learning approach, whereby teachers are partners, nurturers and guides that help facilitate the exploration of children’s interests. 

Alongside our child initiated ‘projects’, our planning encompasses 3 broad themes that recur throughout the year, including:  

Seasonal Change, The Natural World and Festivals/Celebrations.  

Our progression document details how we build cumulative knowledge and skills across the 7 Areas of Learning, to enable children to be ready for the next 
step in their learning journey.  

 Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 
Possible lines of enquiry 

linked to the natural 
rhythm of the seasons 

  
 

Provocations that could 
lead to project led 

learning 

 “I wonder… what is out there?” 
 

 
 
 

Autumn treasures, apples, leaves, sticks, 
spiders, worms, pumpkins, badgers, owls, 

stars, darkness, light. 

 “I wonder… how is the world changing?”   
 
 

 
 

Rain, snow/ice, flowers, nests, caterpillars, 
butterflies, seeds, the moon, tadpoles, baby 

animals, rainbows. 

“I wonder… how do things move?” 
 
 
 

 
Bees, birds, wind, storms, grasses, streams, 

clouds, meadows. 

Cultural Capital 
opportunities linked to 
seasons, festivals and 

celebrations  

Autumn/Winter 
Harvest  
Diwali 

Bonfire Night  
Remembrance Day 

Christmas  

Winter/Spring 
Chinese New Year 
Shrove Tuesday 
Mothers’ Day 

Easter  
 

Spring/Summer 
Fathers’ day  

Eid 
Holi  

Parent Partnerships  Autumn themed Stay and Play 
Christmas Stay and Play and singing 

performance  
Weekly Reading Cafes  

Chinese New Year themed Stay and Play  
Easter/Spring Stay and Play and singing 

performance  
Weekly Reading Cafes 

Colour themed Stay and Play (Holi)  
Nature themed Stay and Play 

Weekly Reading Cafes 

Additional Cultural 
Capital Experiences 

Fire Service visit – 
links to Bonfire Night 

 

Visit the local Church   Posting a letter to our 
family  

 
 

Ian’s Mobile Farm 
 

 

 Library Visit 
 

Visit to Lotherton 
Hall  

Butterflies linked to 
transition  
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Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 
• Understand how to listen and why listening is 

important. 
• To listen carefully to rhymes, songs, and pay 

attention to how they sound. 
• To actively participate in story times. 
• To become confident in using the present tense 

in a variety situations. 
• Ask questions to find out more and to check 

they understand what has been said to them. 
• Develop social phrases. 
• To use talk as a tool to organise thinking and 

ideas during play. 

• Listen to and talk about stories to build 
familiarity and understanding.  

• To answer who, when, where, how, why? 
• To ask who, what, where questions. 
• Articulate their ideas and thoughts in well-

formed sentences. 
• Connect one idea or action to another using 

a range of connectives. 
• Engage in non-fiction books. 
• Listen to and talk about selected non-fiction 

to develop a deep familiarity with new 
knowledge and vocabulary. 

• Describe events in some detail. 
• Use talk to help work out problems and 

organise thinking and activities. 
• Explain how things work and why they 

might happen. 

• Listen to and talk about stories to help build 
familiarity and understanding. 

• Engage in non-fiction books. 
• Listen to and talk about selected non-fiction to 

develop a deep familiarity with new knowledge 
and vocabulary. 

• Retell the story once they have developed a 
deep familiarity with the text; some as exact 
repetition and some in their own words. 

• Use new vocabulary in different contexts. 

Communication and Language 

STATUTORY EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMME: The development of children’s spoken language underpins all seven areas of learning and development. 
Children’s back-and-forth interactions from an early age form the foundations for language and cognitive development. The number and quality of the 
conversations they have with adults and peers throughout the day in a language-rich environment is crucial. By commenting on what children are 
interested in or doing, and echoing back what they say with new vocabulary added, practitioners will build children's language effectively. Reading 
frequently to children, and engaging them actively in stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems, and then providing them with extensive opportunities to 
use and embed new words in a range of contexts, will give children the opportunity to thrive. Through conversation, story-telling and role play, where 
children share their ideas with support and modelling from their teacher, and sensitive questioning that invites them to elaborate, children become 
comfortable using a rich range of vocabulary and language structures. 

 



Progression of Skills 
Favourite 5 

We foster the ‘Favourite 5’ approach for daily story time, whereby five stories are carefully chosen each half term. These stories are read and re-read frequently, thereby 
allowing children multiple exposures to new vocabulary and the opportunity to internalise language patterns. Also, ‘on each rereading the children’s familiarity with the 
story deepens and, with that, comes a greater emotional engagement’ (Reading Framework, 2021). We foster a robust approach to learning new vocabulary, including 
directly explaining the meaning of new words. ‘Grandma Fantastic’ collects Tier 2 vocabulary in her basket from our ‘Favourite 5’ stories. This vocabulary is revisited 

frequently to support the children to absorb the language and explore it in a wider context. 
The Favourite 5 stories are split into the following categories: quality text, rhythmic/rhyming, PSED/wellbeing, diversity and MISC. 

Favourite 5 Stories 
Owl Babies 

Shark in the Dark 
Augustus and his Smile  

The Same but Different Too 
Stanley’s Stick 

 
 
 
 

Favourite 5 Stories 
The Tiger who came to 

Tea 
What’s in the Witches 

Kitchen 
Elmer 

All Are Welcome 
How to Catch a Star 

 

Favourite 5 Stories 
Mr Gumpy’s Outing  

Stick Man 
Mr Big 

Ruby’s Worry  
Supertato 

Favourite 5 Stories 
Whatever Next 
Monkey Puzzle 

The Smartest Giant in 
Town 

Mango Monkey 
Lost and Found 

 

Favourite 5 Stories 
Six Dinner Sid 

Room on the Broom 
The Colour Monster  

My Hair 
Alien’s Love Underpants 

 
 

  

Favourite 5 Stories 
Peace at Last 

A Squash and a Squeeze 
Giraffes Can’t Dance 

What Happened to You 
The Hundred Decker Bus 

Non-Fiction 
Non fiction books related to topics/ interests offer opportunities to broaden children’s experiences beyond the immediate and the local. These books are rich sources of 

vocabulary and knowledge. Enriching and widening children’s vocabulary will support later reading comprehension. 
Non-fiction books will be chosen to enrich our project led learning.  

The following non-fiction books will be read to reflect our 3 broad themes that recur throughout the year, including:  
Seasonal Change, The Natural World and Festivals/Celebrations. 

 
Autumn Text - Tree People Who Help Us Chinese New 

Year/China Text 
Farm animals and their 

babies 
How things grow: From 

Seed to Sunflower 
Life Cycle of a Butterfly 



Progression of Skills 
Talk for Writing  

Our ‘Talk for Writing’ teaching sessions support children to become confident and creative storytellers. Children learn language through memorable, meaningful repetition. 
The Talk for Writing approach enables children to internalise the language of story so that they can imitate it, innovate on it and create their own effective stories 

independently. 
Washing Hands Routine 

Mr Wiggle and Mr Waggle 
 
 

The Great Race 
How to brush your teeth 

Sun Safety 
Visit Recount 

Poetry & Song 
Children enjoy learning a range of nursery rhymes and songs throughout the year. The predictability of rhymes in songs help children to memorise and reuse newly 

acquired words and phrases. Children pick up the rhythm and, by speaking more slowly, gain awareness and control of their voices. Learning rhymes, poems and songs is 
an end in itself. However, learning poems including traditional nursery rhymes can also heighten children’s awareness of the individual sounds within words through 

alliteration, assonance and rhyme. 
Chop Chop Choppity Chop 

Under A Stone 
Wise Old Owl 

5 Mince Pies 
Snowflakes 

He has a red red hat 
Rudolf 

I’m a little Snowman 
Feliz Navidad 

A Little Seed 
Pancakes 

I Can Build A Snowman 

Five Little Peas  
Sleeping Bunnies 
Spring Chicken 

Popcorn  
Pitter Patter 
The Nut Tree 

 

The Sun has got his hat on 
Mr Sun 

Caterpillar Song 

 

The Reception Year provides 
the foundation for 
communication and language 
skills the children will build 
upon in Year one. 
  

In Y1-6 children continue to build on the oral language skills developed in the early years foundation stage. Children will develop their 
competence in spoken language and listening to enhance the effectiveness of their communication across a range of contexts and to a 
range of audiences. They should therefore have opportunities to work in groups of different sizes – in pairs, small groups, large groups 
and as a whole class. Pupils should understand how to take turns and when and how to participate constructively in conversations and 
debates. Teachers will pay attention to increasing pupils’ vocabulary, ranging from describing their immediate world and feelings to 
developing a broader, deeper and richer vocabulary to discuss abstract concepts and a wider range of topics, and enhancing their 
knowledge about language as a whole (National Curriculum, 2014). 
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Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 
• Can talk about feelings. 
• Welcome distractions when upset. 
• Increasingly follow rules. 
• Know likes and dislikes. 
• Independently organise belongings. 
• Manage personal hygiene. 
• Build constructive and respectful relationships. 
• Beginning to express their feelings and consider 

the perspectives of others. 
• Begin to take turns and share resources. 
• Independently choose where they would like to 

play. 

• Show pride in achievements. 
• Understand behavioural expectations of the 

setting. 
• Can explain right from wrong and try to 

behave accordingly. 
• Manage their own needs. 
• Can identify kindness. 
• Seek others to share activities and 

experiences. 
• Can make choices and communicate what 

they need. 
• Begin to show persistence when faced with 

challenges. 
• Can keep play going by co-operating, 

listening, speaking, and explaining. 
• Can reflect on the work of others and self-

evaluate their own work. 

• Beginning to know that children think and 
respond in different ways to them. 

• Can talk about their own abilities positively. 
• Confident to try new activities 
• Show resilience and perseverance. 
• Able to identify and moderate own feelings. 
• See themselves as a unique and valued 

individual. 
• Can seek out a challenge and enjoy the process. 
• Show sensitivity to others’ needs and feelings. 
• To learn about the effects our diet has on our 

bodies and why it is important to have a 
healthy balanced diet, which supports our 
health and wellbeing.  

Personal, Social and Emotional Development  

Children’s personal, social and emotional development (PSED) is crucial for children to lead healthy and happy lives, and is fundamental to their 
cognitive development. Underpinning their personal development are the important attachments that shape their social world. Strong, warm and 
supportive relationships with adults enable children to learn how to understand their own feelings and those of others. Children should be supported to 
manage emotions, develop a positive sense of self, set themselves simple goals, have confidence in their own abilities, to persist and wait for what they 
want and direct attention as necessary. Through adult modelling and guidance, they will learn how to look after their bodies, including healthy eating, 
and manage personal needs independently. Through supported interaction with other children, they learn how to make good friendships, co-operate and 
resolve conflicts peaceably. These attributes will provide a secure platform from which children can achieve at school and in later life. 



Progression of Skills 
• To learn and talk about how tooth brushing 

can affect our health and wellbeing. 
• To learn about the importance of limiting 

screen time supports our health and 
wellbeing. 

• To learn about how regular exercise 
supports our health and wellbeing.  

 

 

Year 1 Coverage  

 

The Reception Year provides 
the foundation for many skills 
the children will build upon in 
Year one. 

PSHE  
(Physical Health 
& Wellbeing) 
Fun Times 

PSHE  
(Identity, Society 
& Equality) 
Me & Others  

PSHE  
(Keeping Safe & 
Managing Risk) 
Feeling Safe 

PSHE  
(Mental Health & 
Emotional 
Wellbeing)  
Feelings  

PSHE  
(Drug, Alcohol & 
Tobacco 
Education)  
What do we put in 
our bodies?  

PSHE  
(Careers, 
financial 
capability and 
economic 
wellbeing)  
My money 

Mindmate 
Feeling good and 
being me  

Mindmate 
Friends and family 

Mindmate 
Solving problems/ 
Making It better 

Mindmate 
Strong emotions 

Mindmate 
Being the same, 
being different 

Mindmate 
Life changes and 
transition 
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                 Autumn Term                 Spring Term                   Summer Term 
Fine Motor  

• To begin to hold a pencil effectively in preparation 
for fluent writing.  

• To develop fine motor skills so that they can use a 
range of tools competently, safely and confidently. 
Suggested tools: pencils for drawing and writing, 
paintbrushes, scissors, knives, forks and spoons. 

 
 

Gross Motor 
• To strengthen their core muscles to develop a good 

posture when sitting at a table or sitting on the 
floor.  

• To develop the ability to line up sensibly as a class 
when moving around school. 

• To develop the ability to sit at a table at lunch time. 

Fine Motor 
• To hold a pencil for fluent writing effectively – 

using a tripod grip in almost all cases.  
• To confidently and safely use a range of small 

apparatus indoors and outside, alone and in a 
group.  

 
 

 
Gross Motor 

• To practice and refine the fundamental 
movement skills they have already acquired: 
rolling, crawling, walking, jumping, running, 
hopping, skipping, and climbing. 

Fine Motor 
• To hold a pencil for fluent writing effectively – 

using a tripod grip in almost all cases.  
• To confidently and safely use a range of small 

apparatus indoors and outside, alone and in a 
group.  

 
 

 
Gross Motor 

• To develop the overall body strength, 
coordination and balance and agility needed to 
engage successfully with future physical 
education sessions and other physical disciplines 
including dance, gymnastics, and sport.  

Physical Development 

STATUTORY EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMME: Physical activity is vital in children’s all-round development, enabling them to pursue happy, healthy and active 
lives. Gross and fine motor experiences develop incrementally throughout early childhood, starting with sensory explorations and the development of a child’s 
strength, co-ordination and positional awareness through tummy time, crawling and play movement with both objects and adults. By creating games and 
providing opportunities for play both indoors and outdoors, adults can support children to develop their core strength, stability, balance, spatial awareness, co-
ordination and agility. Gross motor skills provide the foundation for developing healthy bodies and social and emotional well-being. Fine motor control and 
precision helps with hand-eye co-ordination, which is later linked to early literacy. Repeated and varied opportunities to explore and play with small world 
activities, puzzles, arts and crafts and the practice of using small tools, with feedback and support from adults, allow children to develop proficiency, control and 
confidence. 



Progression of Skills 
• To develop overall body strength, balance, 

coordination and agility. 
• To confidently and safely use a range of large 

apparatus indoors and outside, alone and in a 
group. 

• To develop confidence, competence, precision 
and accuracy when engaging in activities that 
involve a ball.  

• To progress towards a more fluent style of 
moving, with developing control and grace.  

• To combine different movements with ease and 
fluency.  

• To further develop and refine a range of ball 
skills including: throwing, catching, kicking, 
passing, batting, and aiming. 

 

 

Year 1 Coverage 

 

The Reception Year provides 
the foundation for many skills 
the children will build upon in 
Year one. 

PE 
(Responsibility) 
Yoga & 
Teambuilding 

PE (Risk-Taking)  
Gymnastics & 
Agility 

PE (Resilience) 
Dance & Invasion 
(ball) 

PE (Reflective) 
Fitness, Yoga/ 
Mindfuless & 
Invasion (Tag) 

PE (Resourceful) 
Striking/Fielding & 
Kwik Cricket & 
Invasion (Tag) 

PE 
(Relationships) 
Net/Wall tennis & 
Multiskills/sports 
day activities 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Progression of Skills 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
Word Reading 
Development 

 
• Hear general sound 

discrimination and be 
able to orally blend 
and segment. 

• Read individual letters 
by saying the sounds 
for them. 

• Blend sounds into 
words, so that they 
can read short words 
made up of known 
letter-sound 
correspondences. 

Word Reading 
Development 

 
• Hear general sound 

discrimination and be 
able to orally blend 
and segment. 

• Read individual letters 
by saying the sounds 
for them. 

• Blend sounds into 
words, so that they 
can read short words 
made up of known 
letter-sound 
correspondences. 

Word Reading 
Development  

 
• Read some letter 

groups that each 
represent one sound 
and say sounds for 
them.  

• Blend sounds into 
words, so that they 
can read short 
words made up of 
known letter-sound 
correspondences. 

• Read a few common 
exception words 

Word Reading 
Development 

 
• Read some letter 

groups that each 
represent one sound 
and say sounds for 
them. 

• Blend sounds into 
words, so that they 
can read short 
words made up of 
known letter-sound 
correspondences. 

• Read a few common 
exception words 

Word Reading 
Development 

 
• Read some letter 

groups that each 
represent one sound 
and say sounds for 
them.  

• Read simple phrases 
and sentences made 
up of words with 
known letter–sound 
correspondences and, 
where necessary, a 
few exception words. 

Word Reading 
Development  

 
• Read some letter 

groups that each 
represent one sound 
and say sounds for 
them.  

• Read simple phrases 
and sentences made 
up of words with 
known letter–sound 
correspondences and, 
where necessary, a 
few exception words. 

Literacy Development  

STATUTORY EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMME: It is crucial for children to develop a life-long love of reading. Reading consists of two dimensions: 
language comprehension and word reading. Language comprehension (necessary for both reading and writing) starts from birth. It only develops when 
adults talk with children about the world around them and the books (stories and non-fiction) they read with them, and enjoy rhymes, poems and songs 
together. Skilled word reading, taught later, involves both the speedy working out of the pronunciation of unfamiliar printed words (decoding) and the 
speedy recognition of familiar printed words. Writing involves transcription (spelling and handwriting) and composition (articulating ideas and 
structuring them in speech, before writing). 



Progression of Skills 
 • Read a few common 

exception words 
matched to the Little 
Wandle phonic 
programme 

matched to the Little 
Wandle phonic 
programme. 

 

matched to the Little 
Wandle phonic 
programme. 

 

• To develop fluency 
with reading texts 
appropriate to their 
phonics level. 

 

• To develop fluency 
with reading texts 
appropriate to their 
phonics level. 

 
Children will re-read books to build up their confidence in word reading, their fluency and their understanding and enjoyment. They will read books 

consistent with their phonic knowledge. 
 

Phonics Development  
Phase 2 Graphemes  

s a t p i n m d g o c k ck e 
u r h b f l 

 
Tricky words 

is I the 
 
 

 

Phonics Development  
Phase 2 Graphemes  

ff ll ss j v w x y z zz qu ch 
sh th ng nk  

• words with –s /s/ added 
at the end (hats sits)  

• words ending in s /z/ (his) 
and with –s /z/ added at 

the end (bags sings) 
 

Tricky words 
as and has his her go no 

to into she he of we me be 
 

Phonics Development  
Phase 3 Graphemes  

ai ee igh oa oo oo ar or 
ur ow oi ear air er • 
words with double 

letters • longer words 
 

Tricky words 
was you they my by all 

are sure pure 
 

Phonics Development 
Review Phase 3  

• words with double 
letters, longer words, 

words with two or more 
digraphs, words ending 

in –ing, compound 
words  

• words with s /z/ in the 
middle  

• words with –s /s/ /z/ at 
the end • words with –es 

/z/ at the end 
Tricky Words  

Review all taught so far 
 
  

Phonics Development  
Phase 4 

Short vowels with 
adjacent consonants  

• CVCC CCVC CCVCC 
CCCVC CCCVCC  
• longer words and 
compound words  

• words ending in suf-xes: 
–ing, –ed /t/, –ed /id/ 

/ed/, –est 
 

Tricky words 
said so have like some 
come love do were here 
little says there when 
what one out today 

 

Phonics Development  
Phase 4 

Phase 3 long vowel 
graphemes with adjacent 

consonants  
• CVCC CCVC CCCVC 

CCV CCVCC  
• words ending in suf-xes: 

–ing, –ed /t/, –ed /id/ 
/ed/, –ed /d/ –er, –est  

• longer words 
 

Tricky words 
Review all taught so far 

 

Comprehension 
• Listen and enjoy 

sharing a range of 
books. 

Comprehension  
• Experience and 

respond to different 
types of books, e.g., 
story books, 

Comprehension 
• Use picture clues to 

help read a simple 
text.  

Comprehension 
• Retell stories in the 

correct sequence, 

Comprehension  
• Correctly sequence a 

story or event using 
pictures and/or 
captions.  

Comprehension 
• Play influenced by 

experience of books - 
act out stories 
through role play 



Progression of Skills 
• Hold a book correctly, 

handle with care. 
• Know that a book has 

a beginning and an 
end and can hold the 
book the right way up 
and turn some pages 
appropriately. 

• Know that text in 
English is read top to 
bottom and left to 
right. 

• Know the difference 
between text and 
illustrations. 

• Recognise some 
familiar words in print, 
e.g., own name or 
advertising logos. 

• Enjoy joining in with 
rhyme, songs and 
poems. 

• Explain in simple terms 
what is happening in a 
picture in a familiar 
story. 

• Complete a repeated 
refrain in a familiar 
rhyme, story or poem 
being read aloud 

 

factual/real-world 
books, rhyming and 
nonrhyming stories, 
realistic and fantasy 
stories.  

• Respond to ‘who’, 
‘where’ ‘what’ and 
‘when’ questions linked 
to text and 
illustrations.  

• Make simple inferences 
to answer yes/no 
questions about 
characters' emotions in 
a familiar picture book 
read aloud to them, 
with prompts.  

• Sequence two events 
from a familiar story, 
using puppets, pictures 
from book or role-
play. 

 

• Make a simple 
prediction based on 
the pictures or text 
of a straightforward 
story that is read 
aloud to them.  

• Show understanding 
of some words and 
phrases in a story 
that is read aloud to 
them. 

• Express a preference 
for a book, song or 
rhyme, from a 
limited selection.  

• Play is influenced by 
experience of books 
(small world, role 
play) 

 
 

draw on language 
patterns of stories.  

• With prompting, 
show understanding 
of many common 
words and phrases 
in a story that is 
read aloud to them.  

• Suggest how an 
unfamiliar story read 
aloud to them might 
end.  

• Give a simple 
opinion on a book 
they have read, 
when prompted.  

• Recognise repetition 
of words or phrases 
in a short passage of 
text.  

• Play influenced by 
experience of books.  

• Innovate a well-
known story with 
support. 

 

• Make simple, plausible 
suggestions about 
what will happen next 
in a book they are 
reading.  

• Know the difference 
between different 
types of texts (fiction, 
nonfiction, poetry)  

• Make inferences to 
answer a question 
beginning 'Why do 
you think…?' in a 
picture book that has 
been read to them, 
where answer is 
clearly signposted.  

• Play influenced by 
experience of books - 
gestures and actions 
used to act out a 
story, event or rhyme. 

 

activities, using simple 
props (e.g. hats, 
masks, clothes, etc.) 
and appropriate 
vocabulary.  

• Innovate a known 
story.  

• Recall the main points 
in text in the correct 
sequence, using own 
words and include 
new vocabulary.  

• When prompted, say 
whether they liked or 
disliked a book, and 
give a simple 
justification or make a 
relevant comment.  

• With prompting, 
sometimes show 
understanding of 
some less familiar 
words and phrases in 
a story that is read 
aloud to them. 



Progression of Skills 
Emergent Writing 

Development 
• Aware that writing 

communicates 
meaning.  

• Give meaning to 
marks they make. 

• Understand that 
thoughts can be 
written down.  

• Write their name 
copying it from a 
name card or try to 
write it from memory.  

Emergent Writing 
Development 

• Copies adult writing 
behaviour e.g. writing 
on a whiteboard, 
writing messages. 

• Makes make marks 
and drawings using 
increasing control. 

• Know there is a 
sound/symbol 
relationship.  

• Use some recognisable 
letters and own 
symbols. 

• Write letters and 
strings, sometimes in 
clusters like words. 

Emergent Writing 
Development 

• Use appropriate 
letters for initial 
sounds. 

Emergent Writing 
Development 

• Build words using 
known letter-sound 
correspondences in 
own writing. 

Emergent Writing 
Development 

• Continue to build on 
knowledge of letter 
sounds to build words 
in writing.  

• Use writing in play.  
• Use familiar words in 

their writing. 

Emergent Writing 
Development 

• Write short sentences 
with words with 
known letter sound 
correspondences 
sometimes using a 
capital letter and full 
stop. 

Compositional Skills 
• Use talk to organise 

describe events and 
experiences. 

Compositional Skills 
• Use talk to link ideas, 

clarify thinking and 
feelings. Understands 
that thoughts and 
stories can be written 
down. 

Compositional Skills 
• Orally compose a 

simple sentence and 
hold it in memory 
before attempting to 
write it. 

Compositional Skills 
• Orally compose a 

simple sentence and 
hold it in memory 
before attempting to 
write it. 

Compositional Skills 
• Write a simple 

sentence/caption 
which may include a 
full stop. 

Compositional Skills 
• Write a simple 

narrative in short 
sentences with known 
letter-sound 
correspondences may 
include a capital letter 
and full stop. 

Spelling Development 
• Orally segment sounds 

in simple words.  
• Write their name 

copying it from a 

Spelling Development 
• Orally spell VC and 

CVC words by 
identifying the sounds. 
Write own name. 

Spelling Development 
• Spell to write VC 

and CVC words 
independently using 
Phase 2 graphemes 

Spelling Development 
• Spell to write VC, 

CVC and CVCC 
words independently 
using Phase 2 and 
phase 3 graphemes. 

Spelling Development 
• Spell words by 

drawing on knowledge 
of known grapheme 
correspondences. 

Spelling Development 
• Spell words by 

drawing on 
knowledge of known 
grapheme 
correspondences. 



Progression of Skills 
name card or try to 
write it from memory.  

• Spell some irregular 
common (tricky) 
words e.g. the, to, 
no, go 
independently. 

• Make phonetically 
plausible attempts 
when writing more 
complex unknown 
words. 

 
 

• Make phonetically 
plausible attempts 
when writing more 
complex unknown 
words e.g. using 
Phase 4 CCVCC  

• Spell irregular 
common (tricky) 
words e.g., he, she, 
we, be, me 
independently. 

 
Handwriting Development 
• Know that print 

carries meaning and in 
English, is read from 
left to right and top to 
bottom.  

• Draws lines and 
circles. 

Handwriting Development 
• Form letters from their 

name correctly. 
• Recognise that after a 

word there is a space. 

Handwriting 
Development 

• Show a dominant 
hand.  

• Write from left to 
right and top to 
bottom.  

• Begin to form some 
recognisable letters. 

Handwriting 
Development 

• Holds a pencil 
effectively to form 
recognisable letters. 

• Know how to form 
clear ascenders and 
descenders. 

Handwriting Development 
• Form most lower-case 

letters correctly, 
starting and finishing 
in the right place, 
going the right way 
round and correctly 
orientated.  

• Include spaces 
between words. 

Handwriting Development 
• Use a pencil 

confidently to write 
letters that can be 
clearly recognised and 
form some capital 
letters correctly. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Progression of Skills 
Year 1 Expectations  

The Reception Year 
provides the foundation 

for many skills the 
children will build upon in 

Year one. 

 
Reading Summary 

Comprehension  
• Make simple inferences about the characters and about events.  
• Predict what might happen next from repetitive phrases and/or from 

what has already been read.  
• Discuss the significance of a title.  
• Identify the events/points from the text.  
• Explain what has just been read to them orally.  
• Answer simple retrieval questions by finding the information in non-

fiction and fiction texts. 

Word Reading  
• Apply phonic knowledge and skills as the route to decode words  
• Respond speedily with the correct sound to graphemes (letters or 

groups of letters) for all 40+ phonemes, including, where applicable, 
alternative sounds for graphemes. 

• Read accurately by blending sounds in unfamiliar words containing 
GPCs that have been taught, 

• Read common exception words, noting unusual correspondences 
between spelling and sound and where these occur in the word. 

• Read words containing taught GPCs and –s, –es, –ing, –ed, –er and 
–est endings. 

• Read other words of more than one syllable that contain taught 
GPCs. 

• Read words with contractions [for example, I’m, I’ll, we’ll], and 
understand that the apostrophe represents the omitted letter(s)  

• Read aloud accurately books that are consistent with their 
developing phonic knowledge and that do not require them to use 
other strategies to work out words. 

• Re-read these books to build up their fluency and confidence in 
word reading. 

Writing Summary Sentence level 
(Grammar and 
punctuation focus): 
Recap writing simple 
captions, leaving spaces 
between words.  
Write simple sentences, 
leaving spaces between 
words.  
Begin a simple sentence 
with a capital letter and 
end with a full stop. 
Introduce nouns. Identify 
nouns. 

Sentence level 
(Grammar and 
punctuation focus): 
Write simple sentences, 
leaving spaces between 
words.  
Begin a simple sentence 
with a capital letter and 
end with a full stop. 
Introduce adjectives. 
Identify adjectives. 
Include adjectives in 
simple sentences. 
 

Sentence level 
(Grammar and 
punctuation focus): 
Join words and clauses 
using ‘and’. 
Recognise and ask 
questions. Introduce 
question sentences. 
Punctuate question 
sentences with a capital 
letter and question mark. 
Introduce verbs. Identify 
verbs. 
Recap names of people 
and places as ‘proper 

Sentence level 
(Grammar and 
punctuation focus): 
Use ‘and’ to extend 
ideas. Extend more able 
using ‘because’. 
Introduce imperative 
verbs. 
Introduce adverbs. 
Identify adverbs. Include 
adverb in simple 
sentences. 
 
 

Sentence level 
(Grammar and 
punctuation focus): 
Joining words and 
clauses using ‘and’. 
Introduce question 
sentences. Punctuate 
question sentences with 
a capital letter and 
question mark. 
Use capital letters for 
days of the week.  
 
 
 

Word level (including 
spelling): Plan to revise 
spelling Phase 5 words, 
including common 
exception words. Spell 
days of the week. 
Understand the prefix –
un changes the meaning 
of verbs and adjectives. 
Write words using the 
prefix –un. [for example, 
untidy, unhelpful, unfair] 
 
 



Progression of Skills 
Use a capital letter for 
the personal pronoun ‘I’.  
 
 

Introduce names of 
people and places as 
‘proper nouns’. Use a 
capital letter for names 
of people. 

nouns’. Use a capital 
letter for names of 
places. 

Word level (including 
spelling): Alphabet – 
Distinguish between 
letter sounds and letter 
names. 
Plan to incorporate 
words containing GPCs 
currently being taught 
(Phase 2 revision/3/4) 
including common 
exception words 
 

Word level (including 
spelling): Know that a 
suffix changes the 
meaning of the word. 
Spell regular plurals 
using the spelling rule for 
adding the suffix –s or –
es. 
 
 

Word level (including spelling):   Know that a 
suffix changes the meaning of the word. Add –ing, –
ed, –er and –est where no change is needed in the 
spelling of root words [for example, helping, helped, 
helper, eating, quicker, quickest] 
 

Word level (including spelling): Plan to revise 
spelling Phase 5 words, including common exception 
words. Spell days of the week.  
 

Handwriting: Form 
capital letters. Form 
digits 0-9. 
 

Handwriting: Nelson 
letter family Set 1: c a o 
d g q s f e 
 

Handwriting: Nelson 
letter family Set 2: i l t u 
j y 
 

Handwriting: Nelson 
letter family Set 3: r n m 
h k b p 
Nelson letter family Set 
4: v w x z 
 

Handwriting: Revision 
of letter families with a 
focus on capital and 
lower case letter sizing, 
ascenders and 
descenders. 

Handwriting: Revision 
of letter families with a 
focus on capital and 
lower case letter sizing, 
ascenders and 
descenders. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Progression of Skills 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 Autumn Term                 Spring Term                   Summer Term 
Mastery Number 

Pupils will build on previous experiences of number from 
their home and nursery environments, and further 
develop their subitising and counting skills. They will 
explore the composition of numbers within 5. They will 
begin to compare sets of objects and use the language 
of comparison. 
 
Pupils will:  
•identify when a set can be subitised and when counting 
is needed  
• subitise different arrangements, both unstructured and 
structured, including using the Hungarian number frame  
• make different arrangements of numbers within 5 and 
talk about what they can see, to develop their 
conceptual subitising skills  
• spot smaller numbers ‘hiding’ inside larger numbers  
• connect quantities and numbers to finger patterns and 
explore different ways of representing numbers on their 
fingers  

Mastery Number 
Pupils will continue to develop their subitising and 
counting skills and explore the composition of 
numbers within and beyond 5. They will begin to 
identify when two sets are equal or unequal and 
connect two equal groups to doubles. They will 
begin to connect quantities to numerals.  
 
Pupils will:  
• continue to develop their subitising skills for 
numbers within and beyond 5, and increasingly 
connect quantities to numerals  
• begin to identify missing parts for numbers 
within 5  
• explore the structure of the numbers 6 and 7 as 
‘5 and a bit’ and connect this to finger patterns 
and the Hungarian number frame  
• focus on equal and unequal groups when 
comparing numbers  
 

Mastery Number  
Pupils will consolidate their counting skills, counting 
to larger numbers and developing a wider range of 
counting strategies. They will secure knowledge of 
number facts through varied practice.  
 
 
 
Pupils will:  
• continue to develop their counting skills, counting 
larger sets as well as counting actions and sounds  
• explore a range of representations of numbers, 
including the 10-frame, and see how doubles can be 
arranged in a 10-frame  
• compare quantities and numbers, including sets of 
objects which have different attributes  
• continue to develop a sense of magnitude, e.g. 
knowing that 8 is quite a lot more than 2, but 4 is 
only a little bit more than 2  
• begin to generalise about ‘one more than’ and ‘one 
less than’ numbers within 10  

Mathematical Development  

STATUTORY EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMME: Developing a strong grounding in number is essential so that all children develop the 
necessary building blocks to excel mathematically. Children should be able to count confidently, develop a deep understanding of the 
numbers to 10, the relationships between them and the patterns within those numbers. By providing frequent and varied opportunities to 
build and apply this understanding - such as using manipulatives, including small pebbles and tens frames for organising counting - 
children will develop a secure base of knowledge and vocabulary from which mastery of mathematics is built. In addition, it is important 
that the curriculum includes rich opportunities for children to develop their spatial reasoning skills across all areas of mathematics 
including shape, space and measures. It is important that children develop positive attitudes and interests in mathematics, look for 
patterns and relationships, spot connections, ‘have a go’, talk to adults and peers about what they notice and not be afraid to make 
mistakes. 



Progression of Skills 
• hear and join in with the counting sequence, and 
connect this to the ‘staircase’ pattern of the counting 
numbers, seeing that each number is made of one more 
than the previous number  
• develop counting skills and knowledge, including: that 
the last number in the count tells us ‘how many’ 
(cardinality); to be accurate in counting, each thing 
must be counted once and once only and in any order; 
the need for 1:1 correspondence; understanding that 
anything can be counted, including actions and sounds  
• compare sets of objects by matching  
begin to develop the language of ‘whole’ when talking 
about objects which have parts. 

• understand that two equal groups can be called 
a ‘double’ and connect this to finger patterns  
• sort odd and even numbers according to their 
‘shape’  
• continue to develop their understanding of the 
counting sequence and link cardinality and 
ordinality through the ‘staircase’ pattern  
• order numbers and play track games  
• join in with verbal counts beyond 20, hearing 
the repeated pattern within the counting numbers  
 
 

 

• continue to identify when sets can be subitised and 
when counting is necessary  
• develop conceptual subitising skills including when 
using a rekenrek  
 
 

 

Time 
• To sequence events in 

different contexts – 
visual timetable, story 
mapping.  

 

Shape 
• To explore 2D shapes 

and their properties. 
• To arrange resources 

to create simple 
patterns. 

• To match and sort 
classroom resources 
(tidy up time). 

 
Position  

To explore positional 
language in everyday 

situations. 

Time 
• To name days of the 

week in chronological 
order (daily calendar). 

• To name the months 
of the year in 
chronological order. 

• To say what the date 
is that day (linear 
calendar). 
 

Shape 
• To explore 2D shapes 

and their properties. 
• To explore and create 

AB, AAB and ABB 
repeating patterns. 

Measure  
• To compare the length of objects using the 

correct vocabulary (long, longest, longer, short, 
shortest, shorter). 

• To compare height using the correct vocabulary 
(tall, tallest, taller, short, shortest, shorter). 

• To compare the weight of objects using the 
vocabulary (heavy, heavier, heaviest, light, 
lighter, lightest). 

Position 
• To confidently use 

positional language 
descriptively. 

 
Shape 

• 3D shapes  
• Pattern – ABC, ABB, 

BBA 

Shape 
• 3D shapes. 
• To become confident 

in halving shapes. 



Progression of Skills 
 

Year 1 Expectations  

The Reception Year provides 
the foundation for many skills 
the children will build upon in 
Year one. 
 
Year 1 follow the White Rose 
Maths scheme 

Number and place 
value (within 20) 

• Use the language 
of: equal to, more 
than, less than 
(fewer), most, 
least Identify and 
represent numbers 
using objects and 
pictorial 
representations 
including the 
number line 

Addition and 
subtraction (within 

20) 
• Read and write 

numbers from 1 
to 20 in numerals 
and words 

Number and place 
value (within 100):  
• Begin to 

recognise the 
place value of 
each digit in a 
two-digit number 
(tens, ones) 

Fractions:  
• Recognise, find 

and name a half 
as one of two 
equal parts of an 
object, shape or 
quantity 

Fractions:  
• Recognise, find 

and name a 
quarter as one of 
four equal parts 
of an object, 
shape or quantity 

Multiplication and 
Division 

• Count in multiples 
of twos, fives and 
tens.  

• Solve one-step 
problems 
involving 
multiplication and 
division, by 
calculating the 
answer using 
concrete objects, 
pictorial 
representations 

Comparing & 
Estimating 

• Compare, 
describe and solve 
practical problems 
for: lengths and 
heights, 
mass/weight, time 

Number Bonds 
• Represent and use 

number bonds 
and related 
subtraction facts 
within 20 
(addition and 
subtraction) 

• Read, write and 
interpret 
mathematical 
statements 
involving addition 
(+), subtraction (-) 
and equals (=) 
signs 

Shape 
• Recognise and 

name common 2-
D and 3-D 
shapes, 

Positional 
Language 

• Describe position, 
direction and 
movement, 
including half, 
quarter and three 
quarter turns 

Money 
• Recognise and 

know the value of 
different 
denominations of 
coins and notes 

Time 
• Tell the time to 

the hour and half 
past the hour 
Recognise and use 
language relating 
to dates, 
including days of 
the week, weeks, 
months and years 

 



Progression of Skills 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Autumn 1
  

Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Enquiry Skill 
Development  

• Know that you can 
find out information 
from different sources 
e.g. internet, books. 

• Begin to ask simple 
questions when 
prompted. 

Enquiry Skill  
Development 

• Find out about key 
historical events and 
why and how we 
celebrate today? 
Remembrance Day, 
Christmas Day, Diwali. 

• To learn how different 
people in the 
community can keep us 
safe, e.g. fire fighters 
(school visit), Police 
(Tiger who came to 
Tea). 

Enquiry Skill 
Development 

• Use observational skills 
to explore the school 
grounds (forest school 
sessions). 

• To know how different 
people in the 
community can help 
and take care of us – 
dentist.  

 
 

Enquiry Skill 
Development 

• Compare and see the 
differences between 
characters from 
stories, including 
figures from the past. 

 

Enquiry Skill 
Development 

• Comment and talk 
about images of 
familiar situations in 
the past. 

• To know how 
different people in 
the community can 
help us – Nurses, 
Doctors (keeping 
healthy – link to 
sports and wellbeing 
week) 
 

Enquiry Skill 
Development 

• To learn about some 
similarities and 
differences between 
life in this country 
and life in other 
countries  
(Eid) 

 

Understanding the World  

STATUTORY EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMME: Understanding the world involves guiding children to make sense of their physical world and 
their community. The frequency and range of children’s personal experiences increases their knowledge and sense of the world around 
them – from visiting parks, libraries and museums to meeting important members of society such as police officers, nurses and firefighters. 
In addition, listening to a broad selection of stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems will foster their understanding of our culturally, 
socially, technologically and ecologically diverse world. As well as building important knowledge, this extends their familiarity with words 
that support understanding across domains. Enriching and widening children’s vocabulary will support later reading comprehension. 



Progression of Skills 
Respect Skill 
Development 

• Respect special things 
in their own lives. 

Respect Skill  
Development 

• To recognise that 
people have different 
beliefs and celebrate 
special times in 
different ways. 
Diwali, Christmas 

• Understand that some 
places are special to 
members of their 
community. 
Visit to church 

Respect Skill 
Development 

• Understand the value 
of being curious and 
interested in finding 
out about people 
within their own 
community and in 
other countries - 
special places and 
events or objects – 
through nonfiction 
texts, stories, visitors, 
celebrations. 
Chinese New Year  

Respect Skill 
Development 

• Understand the value 
of being curious and 
interested in finding 
out about people 
within their own 
community and in 
other countries - 
special places and 
events or objects – 
through nonfiction 
texts, stories, visitors, 
celebrations. Describe 
special events 
Easter 

Respect Skill 
Development 

• To understand the 
need to respect and 
care for the natural 
environment and all 
living things (link to 
nurturing plants 
following planting 
seeds). 

 

Respect Skill 
Development 

• To understand the 
need to respect and 
care for the natural 
environment and all 
living things (link to 
hatching eggs and 
caterpillars). 
 

Chronology Skill 
Development 

• To talk about 
themselves and their 
family and the 
community around 
them.  

• To make comments 
and talk about 
images of familiar 
situations in the past, 
e.g. pictures and 
videos from times in 
nursery to remind 
them of rules, 
routines, and 
expectations. 

Chronology Skill 
Development 

Use the language of time 
when talking about 

past/present events in their 
own lives and in the lives of 

others including people 
they have learnt about 
through books. To use 

vocabulary such as 
yesterday, last week, at the 
weekend, this morning, last 

night.  

Chronology Skill 
Development 

• Visually represent their 
own day on a simple 
timeline (correspond 
with number 7 work, 
days of the week) 

• To answer how and 
why questions about 
experiences and in 
response to events/ 
stories. 

 

Chronology Skill 
Development 

Talk about and 
understand changes in 

their own lifetime, e.g. by 
creating a personal 

timeline 

Chronology Skill 
Development 

Order personal 
experiences, e.g. recount 
an educational visit or 

stories. 

Chronology Skill 
Development 

Order personal 
experiences, e.g. recount 
an educational visit or 

stories. 



Progression of Skills 
Mapping Skill 
Development 

(Geographical Skills) 
• Talk about the 

features of their 
immediate 
environment with 
visual representations.  

Mapping Skill  
Development 

(Geographical Skills) 
• Use technology e.g. a 

BeeBot and begin to 
show spatial 
awareness. Use 
positional language i.e., 
under, beside, on top 
of etc. 

Mapping Skill 
Development 

(Geographical Skills) 
• Program a BeeBot or 

instruct a friend to 
move along a track or 
small world setup in a 
specific direction using 
terms up, down, side. 

Mapping Skill 
Development 

(Geographical Skills) 
• Complete a simple 

BeeBot program 
using a grid map or 
carpet squares. 

• Identify how 
technology is used to 
share information 
e.g., google maps. 

Mapping Skill 
Development 

(Geographical Skills) 
• Draw information 

from a simple map 
and identify 
landmarks of our 
local area walk. 

• Create their own 
map following the 
walk. 

Mapping Skill 
Development 

(Geographical Skills) 
• Create own maps 

using grid paper and 
symbols (x marks the 
spot treasure maps) 

Locational Knowledge 
(Geographical Skills) 

• To describe their 
immediate 
environment using 
knowledge from 
observation, 
discussion and stories.  

• Recognise some 
similarities and 
difference between 
places, e.g. their 
home environment 
and where they might 
have been on holiday/ 
on a day trip. 

Locational Knowledge 
(Geographical Skills) 

• Local area walk to the 
church for the 
Christmas service. 

• Whilst learning about 
Diwali, locate India on 
a world map, Globe or 
Atlas. 
 

 

Locational Knowledge 
(Geographical Skills) 

• Whilst learning about 
Chinese New Year, 
locate China on a 
world map, Globe or 
Atlas.  

• Local area walk to 
visit the post office.  

• Name the school and 
area that they live in. 

• Know the town that 
they live in. 

• Know the name of the 
country that they live 
in.  

• Awareness of address 
and posting letter to 
their address. 

 

Place Knowledge 
(Geographical Skills) 

• Use simple 
observational skills to 
explore the school 
grounds – Spring 
walk.  

• Notice differences 
and make 
comparisons.  

Locational Knowledge 
(Geographical Skills) 

• Local area walk to 
the library. 
 

Place Knowledge 
(Geographical Skills) 

• Lotherton Hall trip – 
visit to Wildlife 
World, finding out 
where different 
species of birds and 
animal come from & 
how they are suited 
to their habitats. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Progression of Skills 
Ongoing Understanding the World learning throughout the year (links to Science and Physical Geography) 
• To explore the natural world around them and describe what they see hear and feel whilst outside. 

• To understand the effect of changing seasons on the natural world around them – Autumn, Winter, Spring, Summer. 
• Develop an understanding of growth, decay and changes over time. 

• Begin to understand the need to respect and care for the natural environment and all living things. 
• Use all of their senses in hands on exploration of natural materials. 

• Understand some important processes and changes in the natural world around them - changing states of matter (link to weather).  
• Explore and talk about different forces they can feel (link to weather – wind). 
• To understand how to look after and care for animals (link to school chickens). 

To know some similarities and differences between the natural world around them and contrasting environments, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in 
class - link to countries where festivals are celebrated (e.g. China and India) and link to animals around the world (small world set ups – polar animals, deserts etc.) 

 

Additional Science 
Coverage  

• Name some common 
trees (link to non- 
fiction book ‘Tree’) 

Additional Science 
Coverage  

• Talk about planets and 
the solar system in 
simple terms. Know 
that the sun is a star 
(link to Wanderlust 
Nature study – stars). 

• Explain that we live on 
a planet called Earth 
and describe what 
earth is like. 

Additional Science 
Coverage  

• Name common 
animals (link to farm 
visit). 

• To know how animals 
grow and change over 
time. 

 

Additional Science 
Coverage  

• Plant seeds and care 
for growing plants. 

• Understand the key 
features of a plant's 
life cycle. 

• To know what a 
plant needs to grow.  

 
 

Additional Science 
Coverage  

• Name common 
minibeasts and 
describe their 
habitat. 

• Name some common 
flowers (link to non-
fiction book ‘from 
seed to sunflower). 

• To select materials, 
describe, reason and 
talk about why they 
have selected the 
materials (musical 
instruments – Arts 
Week). 

Additional Science 
Coverage  

• To understand how 
shadows are formed 
and the role light 
plays to create them. 

• Understand the key 
features of the life 
cycle of an animal. 
(links to chicks and 
caterpillars). 

 



Progression of Skills 
  Little Cooks – supporting children to: 

Talk about the similarities and differences between materials and changes they notice 
 

Harvest Vegetable 
Soup 

Diwali Sweets Chinese Noodles 
      Pancakes 

Easter Biscuits Fruit Smoothies Summer Sandwiches 

 

Year 1 Expectations  

The Reception Year provides 
the foundation for many skills 
the children will build upon in 
Year one. 

Knowledge and skills developed in Y1 
History Curriculum 

• Changes in living memory linking to 
aspects of change in national life - 
Toys.           

• Lives of significant individuals – Neil 
Armstrong/Christopher Columbus    

• Significant historical events, people and 
places in their locality – Temple 
Newsam, Lord Darnley (husband of 
Mary Queen of Scots, father of James 
1) 

Knowledge and skills developed in Y1 
Geography Curriculum 

• Locational knowledge/ Place knowledge 
/Geographical skills and fieldwork       
Cross Gates  

• Human and Physical Geography  
Comparing hot and cold – Kenya and 
Antarctica 
Weather and seasons, Seasons, months 
of the year, weather symbols, recording 
daily weather and identifying patterns. 

Knowledge and skills developed in Y1 
Science Curriculum 

Science [Science is taught as an on-going 
programme throughout the year]  
• Animals including humans (animal 

statements)  
• Everyday materials  
• Animals including humans (parts of the 

human body statements)  
• Plants  
• Everyday materials  
• Seasonal change  
On-going Science:  
• Plants - Name and identify plants.  
• Changes over the year  
• Animals, including humans - Explore 

and answer questions about animals in 
their habitat.  

• Seasonal changes - Gathering data 
about seasonal change. Observe and 
describe the weather associated with 
these seasons 



Progression of Skills 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 Autumn Term                 Spring Term                   Summer Term 
Artistic Studies  

Children will explore, use and refine a variety of artistic effects to express their ideas and feelings. Children will be able to recognise the work of famous artists and take 
inspiration from their work. Children will be able to express how they feel about the work of the artist they are studying. Children will work to create collaboratively, 
sharing ideas, resources and skills, as well as independently. Children will learn the skill of returning to and building on their work, refining ideas and developing their 

ability to represent them. 
To find out about the 
work of Kandinsky and 
create artwork in the style 
of the Artist.  

 
 
 
 
 

To find out about the 
work of Yayoi Kusama 
and create artwork in the 
style of the Artist.  
 

To find out about the 
work of the Goldsworthy 
and create work in the 

style of the Artist. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To find out about the 
work of the Zaha Sadid 
and create work in the 

style of the Artist. 
 

To find out about the 
work of Van Gogh and 

create artwork in the style 
of the Artist. 

 
 

To find out about the 
work of Darrell Wakelam 
and create artwork in the 

style of the Artist 
 

Expressive Arts and Design 

STATUTORY EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMME: The development of children’s artistic and cultural awareness supports their imagination and 
creativity. It is important that children have regular opportunities to engage with the arts, enabling them to explore and play with a wide 
range of media and materials. The quality and variety of what children see, hear and participate in is crucial for developing their 
understanding, self-expression, vocabulary and ability to communicate through the arts. The frequency, repetition and depth of their 
experiences are fundamental to their progress in interpreting and appreciating what they hear, respond to and observe. 



Progression of Skills 
Music 

Children will develop skills in listening attentively, moving to and talking about music, express their feelings and responses. We will experience singing in a group or on 
their own, increasingly matching the pitch and following the melody. Children will watch and talk about dance and performance art, express their feelings and responses. 

Children will explore and engage in music making and dance, performing solo or in groups.  
• To listen attentively to music and talk about their 

feelings and responses, e.g. 4 seasons, Vivaldi 
carnival of Animals, 1812 overture. 

• To move to music and express their feelings and 
responses (Diwali dancing).  

• To sing in a group or on their own, increasingly 
matching pitch and following the melody (Christmas 
performance). 

• To watch and talk about dance and 
performance art, expressing their feelings and 
responses (Chinese New Year) 

• To keep to a beat. 
• Clap out the rhythm 

DT 
Children will experience and develop a range of design and creative skills. The children will have daily, continuous access to a wide range of open ended, ambiguous 
resources allowing the opportunity to explore, experiment and develop their own creativity. They will have the opportunity to create collaboratively sharing ideas and 

resources as well on solo work. Throughout the year the children will have the opportunity to return to and build on their previous learning, refining ideas and developing 
their ability to represent them.  

• Understanding: to know what transient art is. 
Transient art will continue to be offered in 
continuous provision. 

• Skills: to use simple joins when using different 
materials to create 3D work, e.g. sellotape, 
masking tape, stick glue. 

• Sewing (under over technique) - calendar  

• Improving fine motor/scissor skills with a variety of 
materials. 

• Joining materials in a variety of ways (temporary 
and permanent).  

• Joining different materials together.  
• To explore the properties of materials and explore 

the suitability of materials for a purpose (Science 
Week). 

• To safely explore a variety of materials, tools and 
techniques (tinker shed resources). 

• To select suitable materials, tools and techniques 
depending on their suitability, form and function.  

•  

Drama and Role-Play 
Children will have the opportunity to enter imaginary worlds whereby they can consolidate their understanding of knowledge and skills through meaningful 

experiences, or to try out new ideas in a safe and familiar environment.  



Progression of Skills 
• To develop storylines in their play.  
• Take part in simple, pretend play often based on 

familiar experiences, e.g. making dinner. Uses 
available resources to create props or creates 
imaginary ones to support play. Develop storylines 
through small-world or roleplay. 

• Continue to develop storylines in their play, 
including playing in a group. 

• Retell parts of familiar stories through use of 
puppets, toys, masks or small-world. Create more 
complex narratives in their pretend play, building 
on the contributions of their peers. 

• To invent, adapt and recount stories in their play 
with others. 
 

• Creates representations of both imaginary and 
real-life ideas, events, people and objects. 

 

Year 1 Expectations  

 

The Reception Year provides the 
foundation for many skills the children 
will build upon in Year one. 

Art and Design 
• Sculpture and Collage- clay 3D 

creatures - inspired by Louis 
Bourgeois 

• Painting - Landscapes using 
different media – inspired by Van 
Gogh 

• Line drawings from a different 
culture 

 
(See progression of skills documents for 
in depth information about knowledge 
and skills)  

Design and Technology 
• Cooking and nutrition – Fruit and 

Veg 
• Mechanisms – wheels and axles 
• Structures – Construct a windmill 
• Textiles – Puppets 
 
 
 
 
(See progression of skills documents for 
in depth information about knowledge 
and skills) 

Music 
• Hey You (rap) 
• Rhythm in the way we walk 
• In the Groove – (different musical 

styles) 
• Round and Round (elements of music) 
• Your Imagination (elements of music) 
 
 
 
(See progression of skills documents for in 
depth information about knowledge and 
skills) 

 

 

 

 

 



Progression of Skills 
 


