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Progression of Skills 
We foster a ‘project led’ learning approach, whereby teachers are partners, nurturers and guides that help facilitate the exploration of children’s interests. 

Alongside our child initiated ‘projects’, our planning encompasses 3 broad themes that recur throughout the year, including:  

Seasonal Change, The Natural World and Festivals/Celebrations.  

Our progression document details how we build cumulative knowledge and skills across the 7 Areas of Learning, to enable children to be ready for the next 
step in their learning journey.  

 Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 
Possible lines of enquiry 

linked to the natural 
rhythm of the seasons 

  
 

Provocations that could 
lead to project led 

learning 

 “I wonder… what is out there?” 
 

 
 
 

Autumn treasures, apples, leaves, sticks, 
spiders, worms, pumpkins, badgers, owls, 

stars, darkness, light. 

 “I wonder… how is the world changing?”   
 
 

 
 

Rain, snow/ice, flowers, nests, caterpillars, 
butterflies, seeds, the moon, tadpoles, baby 

animals, rainbows. 

“I wonder… how do things move?” 
 
 
 

 
Bees, birds, wind, storms, grasses, streams, 

clouds, meadows. 

Cultural Capital 
opportunities linked to 
seasons, festivals and 

celebrations  

Autumn/Winter 
Harvest  
Diwali 

Bonfire Night  
Remembrance Day 

Christmas  

Winter/Spring 
Chinese New Year 
Shrove Tuesday 
Mothers’ Day 

Easter  
 

Spring/Summer 
Fathers’ day  

Eid 
Holi  

Parent Partnerships  Autumn themed Stay and Play 
Christmas Stay and Play and singing 

performance  
Weekly Reading Cafes  

Love themed Stay and Play  
Easter/Spring Stay and Play and singing 

performance  
Weekly Reading Cafes 

Colour themed Stay and Play (Holi)  
Nature themed Stay and Play 

Weekly Reading Cafes 

Additional Cultural 
Capital Experiences 

Fire Service visit – links to Bonfire Night 
 

Ian’s Mobile Farm Visit Hatching Eggs  
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Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 
• Enjoy listening to stories and can recall much of 

what happens. 
• Repeat words and phrases from simple stories. 
• Joining in with simple songs and rhymes. 
• Speak in full sentences. 
• Develop a simple conversation with another 

person. 
• Understand simple questions about ‘who’, ‘what’ 

and ‘where’.  
• Follow a simple 1 step instruction.  
• Listen to what other people say with interest. 
• Use talk to organise self and play. 
• Focus and engage in an activity of their choice.  
 

• Take turns in conversation with another 
person.  

• Learn some songs/rhymes by memory. 
• Understand a question or instruction with 2 

parts. 
• Understand ‘why’ questions. Explain how 

things work and why they might happen. 

• Develop a wider repertoire of songs. 
• Retell their favourite short story.   
• Talk and organise their pretend play.  
• Enjoy listening to longer stories and remember 

much of what happens.  
• Use longer sentences of 4-6 words.  
• Use present and past tense correctly.  
• Initiate conversations with adults and friends 

and continue it for many turns. 
 

Communication and Language 

STATUTORY EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMME: The development of children’s spoken language underpins all seven areas of learning and development. 
Children’s back-and-forth interactions from an early age form the foundations for language and cognitive development. The number and quality of the 
conversations they have with adults and peers throughout the day in a language-rich environment is crucial. By commenting on what children are 
interested in or doing, and echoing back what they say with new vocabulary added, practitioners will build children's language effectively. Reading 
frequently to children, and engaging them actively in stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems, and then providing them with extensive opportunities to 
use and embed new words in a range of contexts, will give children the opportunity to thrive. Through conversation, story-telling and role play, where 
children share their ideas with support and modelling from their teacher, and sensitive questioning that invites them to elaborate, children become 
comfortable using a rich range of vocabulary and language structures. 
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Favourite 5 
We foster the ‘Favourite 5’ approach for daily story time, whereby five stories are carefully chosen each half term. These stories are read and re-read frequently, thereby 
allowing children multiple exposures to new vocabulary and the opportunity to internalise language patterns. Also, ‘on each rereading the children’s familiarity with the 
story deepens and, with that, comes a greater emotional engagement’ (Reading Framework, 2021). We foster a robust approach to learning new vocabulary, including 
directly explaining the meaning of new words. ‘Grandma Fantastic’ collects Tier 2 vocabulary in her basket from our ‘Favourite 5’ stories. This vocabulary is revisited 

frequently to support the children to absorb the language and explore it in a wider context. 
The Favourite 5 stories are split into the following categories: quality text, rhythmic/rhyming, PSED/wellbeing, diversity and MISC. 

Favourite 5 Stories 
Shark in the Park 
Dinosaur Roar 

The Colour Monster 
Freddie and the Fairy 

You Choose 
 
 
 

Favourite 5 Stories 
Funnybones  
The Gruffalo 

Go Away Bird 
Mixed 

Pete the Cat 
 

Favourite 5 Stories 
Where the Wild Things 

Are 
The Gruffalo’s Child 

The Lion Inside 
Love Grows Everywhere 
There’s No Such Thing as 

a Dragon 
 

Favourite 5 Stories 
Five Minutes Peace 

Pants! 
The Bad Tempered 

Ladybird 
Handa’s Surprise 

Shhh! 
   

Favourite 5 Stories 
Lullyabyhullaballoo 

Don’t Put Your Finger in 
the Jelly, Nelly! 

Mixed Up Chameleon 
My Grannie Went to 

Market 
Not Now Bernard   

 

Favourite 5 Stories 
The Hungry Caterpillar  
Hairy Maclary From 
Donaldson’s Dairy 

Bad Cat 
Ravi’s Roar  

Six Little Chicks  
 

Non-Fiction 
Non fiction books related to topics/ interests offer opportunities to broaden children’s experiences beyond the immediate and the local. These books are rich sources of 

vocabulary and knowledge. Enriching and widening children’s vocabulary will support later reading comprehension. 
Non-fiction books will be chosen to enrich our project led learning.  

The following non-fiction books will be read to reflect our 3 broad themes that recur throughout the year, including:  
Seasonal Change, The Natural World and Festivals/Celebrations. 

What are Stars? 
Owls  

 
 

Spiders 
Diwali 

What makes it Rain? 
Chinese New Year 

What is the Moon? 
Bird House 

 

How does a Seed 
Sprout? 

Bug Hotel  
 

How Does an Egg Hatch? 
How does a Caterpillar 

Grow?  
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Talk for Writing  
Our ‘Talk for Writing’ teaching sessions support children to become confident and creative storytellers. Children learn language through memorable, meaningful 

repetition. The Talk for Writing approach enables children to internalise the language of story so that they can imitate it, innovate on it and create their own effective 
stories independently. 

 That’s Not My Reindeer  
That’s Not My Santa 

 

Not My Snowman 
That’s Not My Dragon 

 

Dear Zoo 
How to Plant a Seed 

We’re Going on A Bear 
Hunt 

How to Stay Safe in the 
Sun 

Rosie’s Walk 
The Little Red Hen 

Nursery Rhymes/ Songs  
Children enjoy learning a range of nursery rhymes and songs throughout the year. The predictability of rhymes in songs help children to memorise and reuse newly 

acquired words and phrases. Children pick up the rhythm and, by speaking more slowly, gain awareness and control of their voices. Learning rhymes, poems and songs 
is an end in itself. However, learning poems including traditional nursery rhymes can also heighten children’s awareness of the individual sounds within words through 

alliteration, assonance and rhyme. 
Incy Wincy Spider 

Twinkle Twinkle Little Star 
1 2 3 4 5 Once I Caught a 

Fish Alive  
Hickory Dickory Dock 
Miss Polly Had a Dolly 

 

Humpty Dumpty 
Row Your Boat 

 

 Old MacDonald had a 
Farm 

The Wheels on the Bus 
It’s Raining it’s Pouring  

5 Little Ducks 
5 Little Speckled Frogs 
5 Little Men in a flying 

saucer 
 
 

 

5 Current Buns 
5 Little Monkeys 

Jumping on the Bed 
When Goldilocks went 
to the House of the 

Bears 

Hickety Pickety my Red Hen 
Goosey, Goosey, Goosey  
There’s a Worm at the 
Bottom of the Garden 
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Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 
• To be able to separate from main carer and 

become more outgoing with unfamiliar people in 
the safe context of setting. 

• Select and use activities and resources with help 
when needed. 

• Develop ability to play on their own and 
alongside other children, elaborating their play.  

• To begin to explore and understand different 
emotions – mood stars 

• To begin to feel part of a team and help with 
responsibilities such as tidy up time.  

• Learn to toilet and wash hands independently.  
 

Self-care and Independence (ongoing) 
• Learn to use the toilet with help and then 

independently.  
• Eats with a fork and a spoon. 

• Increasingly follow rules understanding why 
they are important. 

• To learn about similarities and differences 
between themselves and others. 

• Talk with others to solve conflict with the 
support of an adult 

• Begin to understand how others might be 
feeling. 
 

• To learn the effects of bad dental hygiene. 
• To develop teeth brushing skills. 

 
Self-care and Independence (ongoing) 

• Learn to use the toilet with help and then 
independently.  

• Eats with a fork and a spoon. 
• Washes hands but needs adult supervision with 

drying. 

• Find Solutions to conflicts and rivalries. 
• Develop appropriate ways of being assertive. 
• Talk about feelings 
• Develop sense of responsibility and membership 

of community. 
 

• To learn about the effects our diet has on our 
bodies and why it is important to have a 
healthy balanced diet. 

• To develop knowledge of healthy and unhealthy 
food groups.  

 
Self-care and Independence (ongoing) 

• Learn to use the toilet with help and then 
independently.  

• Eats with a fork and a spoon. 
• Washes hands but needs adult supervision with 

drying. 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development  

Children’s personal, social and emotional development (PSED) is crucial for children to lead healthy and happy lives, and is fundamental to their 
cognitive development. Underpinning their personal development are the important attachments that shape their social world. Strong, warm and 
supportive relationships with adults enable children to learn how to understand their own feelings and those of others. Children should be supported to 
manage emotions, develop a positive sense of self, set themselves simple goals, have confidence in their own abilities, to persist and wait for what they 
want and direct attention as necessary. Through adult modelling and guidance, they will learn how to look after their bodies, including healthy eating, 
and manage personal needs independently. Through supported interaction with other children, they learn how to make good friendships, co-operate and 
resolve conflicts peaceably. These attributes will provide a secure platform from which children can achieve at school and in later life. 



Progression of Skills 
• Washes hands but needs adult supervision with 

drying. 
• Pull pants up and down but needs help with 

buttons and other fastenings.  
• Show an increasing desire to be independent.  

 

• Pull pants up and down but needs help with 
buttons and other fastenings.  

• Show an increasing desire to be independent.  
 

• Pull pants up and down but needs help with buttons 
and other fastenings.  

• Show an increasing desire to be independent.  
 

NB These statements have been split for extra focus, but all will apply on an ongoing basis throughout the Nursery Year 
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                 Autumn Term                 Spring Term                   Summer Term 
Fine Motor 

• Manipulate and explore different malleable 
materials and tools. 

• Use one handed tools and equipment (e.g. snip with 
scissors). 

 
Gross Motor 

• Develop large arm muscle movements. 
• Develop ball skills.  
• Climbs nursery apparatus using increasing agility. 
• Rides tricycle using pedals and can steer it round 

wide corners. 
• Develop skills to balance and control their bodies.  

 

Fine Motor 
• Begin to show a preference for dominant hand. 
• Develop good control when mark making with 

pens and pencils. 
 

 
Gross Motor 

• Develop coordination whilst collaborating with 
others to manage large items. 

• Remember sequences and patterns of movement 
which are related to music and rhythm. 

• Develop skills in running, hopping, jumping.  

Fine Motor 
• Develop independence in dressing and self-care. 
• Continue to develop good control when mark 

making with pens and pencils.  
 

 
Gross Motor 

• Developing physical skills and awareness when 
using obstacle courses and large outdoor 
equipment.  

• Develop special awareness when running, riding, 
climbing and moving.  

 

 

Physical Development 

STATUTORY EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMME: Physical activity is vital in children’s all-round development, enabling them to pursue happy, healthy and active 
lives. Gross and fine motor experiences develop incrementally throughout early childhood, starting with sensory explorations and the development of a child’s 
strength, co-ordination and positional awareness through tummy time, crawling and play movement with both objects and adults. By creating games and 
providing opportunities for play both indoors and outdoors, adults can support children to develop their core strength, stability, balance, spatial awareness, co-
ordination and agility. Gross motor skills provide the foundation for developing healthy bodies and social and emotional well-being. Fine motor control and 
precision helps with hand-eye co-ordination, which is later linked to early literacy. Repeated and varied opportunities to explore and play with small world 
activities, puzzles, arts and crafts and the practice of using small tools, with feedback and support from adults, allow children to develop proficiency, control and 
confidence. 
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                 Autumn Term                 Spring Term                   Summer Term 
Reading  

• Noticing print in the environment and learning to 
recognise their name. 

• Understand the 5 key concepts of print. 
• Count or clap syllables in words. 
• Repeat words and phrases from familiar stories. 

  
Writing  

• Freely making marks with a range of media and 
sensory materials. 

• To make vertical and horizontal lines. 
To develop skills to draw circles. 
 
 
 
 

Reading  
• Recognising rhyme and continuing a rhyming 

string. 
• Talk, ask questions and comment about stories 

they have read. 
 

Writing 
• Making marks to convey meaning.  
• Begin to create representational drawings.  

 

Reading 
• Retelling their favourite story using props in 

sequence.  
• Identify the initial sounds in words. 
• Oral blending and segmenting. 
• Beginning to recognise familiar graphemes in books 

and the environment.  
 

Writing 
• Begin to write some letters accurately. 
• Write some or all of their name.  
• Use some of their print and letter knowledge in 

their early writing/ mark making. 
 

Literacy Development  

STATUTORY EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMME: It is crucial for children to develop a life-long love of reading. Reading consists of two dimensions: 
language comprehension and word reading. Language comprehension (necessary for both reading and writing) starts from birth. It only develops when 
adults talk with children about the world around them and the books (stories and non-fiction) they read with them, and enjoy rhymes, poems and songs 
together. Skilled word reading, taught later, involves both the speedy working out of the pronunciation of unfamiliar printed words (decoding) and the 
speedy recognition of familiar printed words. Writing involves transcription (spelling and handwriting) and composition (articulating ideas and 
structuring them in speech, before writing). 



Progression of Skills 
Phase 1 – Environmental Sounds, Instrumental Sounds, 

Body Percussion 
Phase 1 - Rhythm and Rhyme, Alliteration 

 
Phase 1 - Voice Sounds, Oral Blending and Segmenting  

Aspect 1 – Environmental Sounds  
Tuning into sounds - To develop children’s listening skills 

and awareness of sounds in the environment.  
Listening and remembering sounds - Further 

development of vocabulary and children’s identification 
and recollection of the difference between sounds.  

Talking about sounds - To make up simple sentences 
and talk in greater detail about sounds.  

 
Aspect 2 – Instrumental Sounds  

Tuning into sounds - To experience and develop 
awareness of sounds made with instruments and noise 

makers.  
Listening and remembering sounds - To listen to and 
appreciate the difference between sounds made with 

instruments.  
Talking about sounds - To use a wide vocabulary to talk 

about the sounds instruments make.  
 

Aspect 3- Body Percussion  
Tuning into sounds - To develop awareness of sounds 

and rhythms.  
Listening and remembering sounds - To distinguish 

between sounds and to remember patterns of sound.  
Talking about sounds - To talk about sounds we make 

with our bodies and what the sounds mean. 

Aspect 4 – Rhythm and Rhyme  
Tuning into sounds - To experience and appreciate 
rhythm and rhyme and to develop awareness of 

rhythm and rhyme in speech.  
Listening and remembering sounds - To increase 
awareness of words that rhyme and to develop 

knowledge about rhyme.  
Talking about sounds - To talk about words that 

rhyme and to produce rhyming words.  
 

Aspect 5 – Alliteration  
Tuning into sounds - To develop understanding of 

alliteration.  
Listening and remembering sounds - To listen to 
sounds at the beginning of words and hear the 

differences between them.  
Talking about sounds - To explore how different 

sounds are articulated, and to extend understanding 
of alliteration. 

Aspect 6 – Voice Sounds  
Tuning into sounds – To distinguish between the 

differences in vocal sounds, including oral blending and 
segmenting.  

Listening and remembering sounds – To explore speech 
sounds.  

Talking about sounds - To talk about the different 
sounds that we can make with our voices.  

 
 

Aspect 7 – Oral Blending and Segmenting  
Tuning into sounds – To develop oral blending and 

segmenting of sounds in words.  
Listening and remembering sounds – To listen to 

phonemes within words and to remember them in the 
order in which they occur.  

Talking about sounds - To talk about the different 
phonemes that make up words. 
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                 Autumn Term                 Spring Term                   Summer Term 
Number  

• Recite numbers past 5 
using songs and 
rhymes 

• Subitise to 3. 
 

Measure  
• Capacity – learn to 

identify full and 
empty.  

• Identify objects 
relating to size – big, 
small etc.  

 
 
 

Number  
• Learn to count 

meaningfully using 1-1 
correspondence 
(numbers to 5). 

• Recognise when 
quantities of similar 
things are equal. 

• Begin to develop a 
deep understanding of 
numbers to 5 – 
number studies. 

 
 
 
 

Number  
• To answer ‘how 

many’ questions 
using the last 
number counted. 

• Recognise when 
quantities of 
dissimilar things are 
equal. 

• Continue to develop 
a deep 
understanding of 
numbers to 5 – 
number studies. 

 
 

Number  
• To count out objects 

from a group (up to 
5). 

• Show ‘finger 
numbers’ up to 5. 

• Link numerals and 
amounts.  

 
Measure  

• Use language to 
compare objects 
relating to capacity 
and size.  

 
 

Number  
• To learn and use the 

language ‘more than’ 
‘less/fewer than’ 
correctly. 

• Learn to solve real 
world problems with 
numbers up to 5 
(adding, sharing, 
subtracting). 

 
Measure 

• To use language to 
compare objects 
relating to length. 

 

Number 
• Learning to make 

marks to represent 
number.  

 
Measure  

• Use language to 
compare objects 
relating to weight. 

 
Shape 

• Create ABAB patterns 
using 2D shapes.  

Mathematical Development  

STATUTORY EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMME: Developing a strong grounding in number is essential so that all children develop the 
necessary building blocks to excel mathematically. Children should be able to count confidently, develop a deep understanding of the 
numbers to 10, the relationships between them and the patterns within those numbers. By providing frequent and varied opportunities to 
build and apply this understanding - such as using manipulatives, including small pebbles and tens frames for organising counting - 
children will develop a secure base of knowledge and vocabulary from which mastery of mathematics is built. In addition, it is important 
that the curriculum includes rich opportunities for children to develop their spatial reasoning skills across all areas of mathematics 
including shape, space and measures. It is important that children develop positive attitudes and interests in mathematics, look for 
patterns and relationships, spot connections, ‘have a go’, talk to adults and peers about what they notice and not be afraid to make 
mistakes. 



Progression of Skills 
Time  

• Describe the sequence 
of events in nursery 
using a visual 
timetable.  

 
Shape 

• Select shapes 
appropriately during 
play – e.g. flat 
surfaces for building, a 
triangular prism for a 
roof etc. 

• Talk about and 
recognise patterns in 
the environment.  

 
 

Measure  
• Identify objects 

relating to length – 
long, short etc.  

 
Shape 

• Create pictures where 
shapes/objects 
represent a unique 
role.  

• Follow ABAB patterns 
using movement and 
actions.  

• To sort objects into 
different groups.  

Measure  
• Identify objects 

relating to weight – 
heavy, light etc.  

 
Shape 

• Explore and describe 
shapes using 
mathematical 
language – corners, 
sides, straight, 
curved. 

 
 

Time 
• To describe a 

sequence of events 
from their daily 
routine. 

 
Position  

• To describe a 
familiar route – 
recall the route and 
the order of things 
seen on the way. 
 

Time 
• To describe a sequence 

of events from a 
familiar story. 

 
Position  

• To use correct 
positional language to 
describe route and 
locations – in, on, 
under, behind, in 
front, behind, in front, 
next to, on top, inside. 

 
Shapes 

• Explore and describe 
shapes using 
mathematical 
language, faces, flat, 
curved, straight, solid, 
point.  
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Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 
Chronology Skill Development 

(History) 
• To talk about themselves and their families. 

Chronology Skill Development 
(History) 

• To understand their own changes from a baby to a 
child. 

 

Chronology Skill Development 
(History) 

• To talk about special past experiences e.g. 
Birthdays, celebrations.  

 
Enquiry Skill Development 

(Geography) 
• To learn about where we live - small world area 

with images of children’s own houses and local area 
landmarks.  

• To learn how different people in the community 
keep us safe e.g. fire fighters (school visit), 

 
(Science) 

• To use their senses in hands on exploration of 
natural materials. 

Enquiry Skill Development 
(Geography) 

• To continue to learn about local places and 
landmarks.  

• To learn about farms and the features of a farm 
(school visit). 

 
(Science) 

• To investigate and talk about the differences 
between materials and changes they notice – e.g. 
investigating melting. 

Enquiry Skill Development 
(Geography) 

• To learn about different places/ countries 
around the world – linking to Favourite 5 
stories (‘Handa’s Surprise’ and ‘My Grannie 
Went to Market) 

 
(Science) 

• To investigate and talk about the differences 
between materials and changes they notice – 
e.g. cooking. 

Understanding the World  

STATUTORY EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMME: Understanding the world involves guiding children to make sense of their physical world and 
their community. The frequency and range of children’s personal experiences increases their knowledge and sense of the world around 
them – from visiting parks, libraries and museums to meeting important members of society such as police officers, nurses and firefighters. 
In addition, listening to a broad selection of stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems will foster their understanding of our culturally, 
socially, technologically and ecologically diverse world. As well as building important knowledge, this extends their familiarity with words 
that support understanding across domains. Enriching and widening children’s vocabulary will support later reading comprehension. 
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• To investigate and talk about the differences 

between materials and changes they notice – e.g. 
investigating light and shadows.  

• Explore collections of materials with similar and or 
different properties - Autumnal materials. 

• Explore a variety of resources that can be switched 
on/off and have buttons to change effects, e.g. 
torches.  

• To explore how things work.  
 

• Explore flowers through dissection in play – 
picking petals, finding seeds, cutting stems 

Respect Skill Development 
(RE, Geography, Science) 

• To understand how people celebrate Christmas, 
Bonfire night and Diwali. 

• To develop positive attitudes about the differences 
between people.   

Respect Skill Development 
(RE, Geography, Science) 

• To understand how people celebrate Chinese New 
Year and Easter. 

• To develop positive attitudes about the differences 
between people.  

• To understand the need to look after natural and 
living things. 

Respect Skill Development 
(RE, Geography, Science) 

• To understand the need to respect and care for 
the natural environment and all living things 
(link to nurturing plants following planting seeds 
and caring for animals linking to hatching eggs). 

 

Mapping Skill Development  
(Geography) 

• Provide play maps and small world equipment for 
children to create their own environments. 

 

Mapping Skill Development  
(Geography) 

• Create a journey stick of our journey into the forest 
area of school. 

 

Mapping Skill Development  
(Geography) 

• Create simple maps – ‘We’re Going on a Bear 
Hunt’, ‘Rosie’s Walk’ (link to Talk for Writing 
stories).  

 
Ongoing Understanding the World learning throughout the year (links to Science and Physical Geography)  
• To explore the natural world around them and describe what they see hear and feel whilst outside. 

• To understand the effect of changing seasons on the natural world around them – Autumn, Winter, Spring, Summer. 
• Develop an understanding of growth, decay and changes over time. 

• Begin to understand the need to respect and care for the natural environment and all living things. 
• Use all of their senses in hands on exploration of natural materials. 

• Understand some important processes and changes in the natural world around them - changing states of matter (link to weather).  
• Explore and talk about different forces they can feel (link to weather – wind). 



Progression of Skills 
• To understand how to look after and care for animals (link to school chickens). 

 

Additional Science Coverage  
• Discuss the sun, moon and stars and have a basic 

understanding that we live on a planet called Earth 
– links to Wanderlust Nature Study and learning 
about stars (non-fiction books) 

Additional Science Coverage  
• To plant seeds and learn how to care for them.  
• Understand the key features of the life cycle of a 

plant. 

Additional Science Coverage  
• To watch eggs hatch and learn how to care for 

chicks. 
• Understand the key features of the life cycle of 

an animal. 
 

  Little Cooks – supporting children to: 
• Talk about the similarities and differences between materials and changes they notice 

Apple flapjack  Fruit kebabs rockets 
 

Pancakes  
 

Easter Nests Current Buns  
 

Bread   
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                 Autumn Term                 Spring Term                   Summer Term 
Art and Design 

• Explore colour and colour mixing – linked to 
Autumn. 

• Use drawing to represent ideas like movement or 
noise (Squiggle whilst you Wiggle). 

• Create closed shapes with continuous lines, and 
begin to use these shapes to represent objects. 
Explore Jackson Pollock’s abstract art and create 
our own versions using different media. 
 

Art and Design 
• Explore colour and colour mixing – linked to 

Spring 
• Draw with increasing complexity and detail – such 

as a face with detailed features. 
• Explore Kandinsky’s concentric circles and create 

our own versions using different media. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Art and Design 
• Explore colour and colour mixing – linked to 

Summer 
• To draw from their imagination and observation. 
• Show different emotions in their drawings – 

happiness, sadness, fear etc. 
• To explore Mondrian’s Tableau and create our 

own representations using different media. 
 
 

Expressive Arts and Design 

STATUTORY EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMME: The development of children’s artistic and cultural awareness supports their imagination and 
creativity. It is important that children have regular opportunities to engage with the arts, enabling them to explore and play with a wide 
range of media and materials. The quality and variety of what children see, hear and participate in is crucial for developing their 
understanding, self-expression, vocabulary and ability to communicate through the arts. The frequency, repetition and depth of their 
experiences are fundamental to their progress in interpreting and appreciating what they hear, respond to and observe. 



Progression of Skills 
Music 

• Listen with increased attention to sounds. 
• Joining in with simple songs and rhymes. 
• Explore the sounds of instruments inside and 

outside.  

 

Music 
• Sing the pitch of a tone sung by another person. 
• Sing the melodic shape of familiar song. 
• Explore creating their own instruments. 

 

Music 
• Sing entire songs/ Create own songs. 
• Respond to what they have heard expressing 

thoughts and feelings. 
• Play instruments with increasing control to express 

their feelings and ideas. 
  
 

DT 
• Explore different materials freely, to develop their 

ideas about how to use them and what to make. 
•  

DT 
• Develop their own ideas and then decide which 

materials to use to express them 
 

DT 
• To develop their understanding of different ways 

to join materials.  
• To make imaginative small world with available 

open ended resources. 
 

Drama/ Role-Play 
• To engage in simple pretend play. 
• To use objects and loose parts to represent 

something in their play. 

Drama/Role-Play 
• Continue to develop imaginative play, including 

playing in a group. 
 

Drama/ Role-Play 
• Develop complex stories in small world – enriched 

using available open ended resources. 
 
 

 


