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“Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to change the world.”
Nelson Mandela
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Intent

Our Early Years Curriculum at Cross Gates Primary School is designed to be creative, inspiring, challenging and memorable. Encompassed within
our vision, is the need for pupils to be exposed to a range of experiences, which broaden their understanding and equip them with the skills
needed to be successful, confident, life-long learners, who reach their full potential.

At Cross Gates Primary School, we believe that the Early Years Foundation Stage is crucial for securing solid foundations, upon which the children

will continue to build throughout their educational journey. It is our intent that children entering our Early Years Foundation Stage develop physically,
verbally, cognitively, socially and emotionally, whilst embedding a positive attitude to school and life-long learning.

Implementation

Our Early Years curriculum incorporates the statutory requirements of the Early Years Framework (2021). Our broad and balanced curriculum is
coherently planned and sequenced. It establishes children’s starting points, and provides depth that enables children to master the underpinning
knowledge and skills essential for each of the seven ‘Areas of Learning’. We support our children to build the strongest possible foundations in the
Prime Areas of Learning, as we recognise that these skills provide children with the opportunity to flourish in the Specific Areas of Learning.

Prime Areas of Learning
¢ Communication and Language
e Physical Development
e Personal, Social and Emotional Development

Specific Areas of Learning
e Literacy
e Mathematics
¢ Understanding the World
e Expressive Arts and Design.

At the heart of our Early Years Curriculum, are the ‘Characteristics of Effective Learning’. At Cross Gates, we strive to develop these key
characteristics of: ‘Playing and Learning’, ‘Active Learning’ and ‘Thinking Critically’, in order to give the children the skills they will continue to draw
upon throughout their development.
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We place ‘observation’ at the heart of assessment, to allow children to lead the learning and inspire ‘in the moment’ and future planning. We
foster a ‘project led’ learning approach, where teachers are partners, nurturers and guides, and help facilitate the exploration of children’s
interests. We recognise project work presents many opportunities for young children’s ideas to be valued, their creativity be encouraged, their
interests to be nurtured, and for their learning needs to be met. We value the ‘Hundred Languages of Children’ (Reggio Emilia). We see children
as individuals, who are capable of showing and communicating their unique abillities in extraordinary ways. We view children as competent and
naturally curious learners. The practical nature of our project work means children acquire knowledge, develop understanding and practise skills
through physical exploration and hands-on investigation. Our projects provide an ideal platform for learning through play. We strongly adhere to
the principle that:

Wy is & Child's otk

We recognise the importance of maintaining a play based approach to learning through indoor and outdoor provision, as it supports and
encourages exploration, risk taking, investigation and resilience. This, coupled with thoughtful, progressive planning, enables us to deliver a broad
and balanced curriculum that will encourage children to develop as individuals, who aspire to reach their true potential.

Our inclusive curriculum is designed to meet the needs of all pupils and supports them to make good progress. We place a great emphasis upon
the acquisition of language and vocabulary, as we recognise that good communication skills strengthen children’s ability to learn and articulate
their thinking, at a deeper level, across all areas of the curriculum.

Integral to our ‘Teaching’ in Early Years is our practitioner interactions with young children during planned and child-initiated play and activities.

This includes: communicating and modelling language, showing, explaining, demonstrating, exploring ideas, encouraging, questioning, recalling,
providing a narrative for what children are doing, facilitating and setting challenges.
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Cultural Capital Experience in Early Years

Our cultural capital opportunities help children ‘experience the awe and wonder of the world in which they live, through the seven areas of
learning’ (Ofsted, 2019).

Whilst in Early Years child will:

W . k. ..
atch the life cycle of a chick Watch the life cycle of a Visit a form
(school visit)

butterfly.

Visit a church Visit a wildlife park Meet people with different jobs. Visit the Post Office
(Lotherton Hall) to post a lefter.
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The Overarching Principles

At Cross Gates Primary School, we recognise learning and development depends on each unique child having opportunities to interact in
positive relationships and enabling environments.

A Unique Positive

Child + @ray +

A Unique Child

We recognise that every child is a competent learner. We respect that children are individuals who have their own interests; these interests will be
reflected in the activities that they choose to undertake, in order to move their learning forward. We are mindful that children do not all develop
in the same way at the same time. It is our aim to promote resilience, self-belief, confidence and a positive attitude to learning.

We are inclusive of all children, regardless of race, culture, gender, religious beliefs, disability or additional need.

We meet the needs of all the children in our care by:
e Observing and listening to the children in order to identify key interests and opportunities to extend thinking and learning.
e Planning for resources and activities that are stimulating, thought provoking and exciting.
e Assessing every child as they embark on their learning journey. We record progress and celebrate achievements.
o Celebrating diversity in an environment free from discrimination and stereotyping.
e |dentifying any need for additional support.
e Making referrals to outside agencies in order to provide specialist support, where need has been identified.
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Positive Relationships (including Parents as Partners)

We believe that children will feel safest when they have a safe, secure environment where they learn to be strong and independent through
positive relationships.

We allocate children a key person in the setting. There is dedicated key worker group time during the day to strengthen these relationships. We
help children to feel secure by establishing boundaries and behavioural expectations, which are clear and consistent whilst remaining sensitive
and responsive to the child’s needs and feelings.

As well as strong relationships with professionals involved in the care of a child, our relationships with parents and carers are enriched by:

e Meeting with parents/carers before children are admitted to our Foundation Stage. This may be in the form of a home visit or an invitation
to the school.

e Induction ‘Stay and Play’ sessions, whereby families are invited to stay and play with their child, whilst they become familiar with their new
environment. All new children are given a welcome goody bag.

e Operating an open door policy, whereby staff are available every day, particularly at the beginning and end of the session, to talk to
parents. This offers regular opportunities to talk about their child's progress in the Foundation Stage. It also ensures that any minor concerns
or worries are addressed quickly. In addition, Nursery and Reception start the day/session with a 'question of the day'; this encourages
parents into the classroom and promotes involvement with their child's day.

e Our weekly reading cafés and half termly ‘stay and play’ sessions.

e Regular curriculum newsletters outlining what the children are learning in school and how parents can support at home.

e Parent consultations twice a year and annual school reports to document and share learning and progress (Second Steps and Reception).

e 2 Year Checkreports (First Steps).

33 [ARESTRY

Parents as partners actively contribute to the EYFS profiles, on the online platform ‘Tapestry’. As well as strengthening the partnership between
school and home, parents are able to evidence the learning that occurs outside the school day.
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Enabling Environments

We adhere to the belief that children learn and develop well when their environment responds to needs and interests and reflects a strong
partnership between practitioners and families.

We take pride in our learning environments, inside and outside, as we see these as the ‘third teacher’. Our children thrive in environments that
promote independence, inspire play and spark curiosity. Our indoor provision is designed to create a ‘Hygge' experience, whereby children enter
a calm and nurturing space that promotes emotional well-being, tfogetherness and friendship. Our outdoor provision enhances the unique learning
environment offered by the natural world.

LTI
. '.
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Learning and Development (including Characteristics of Effective Learning)

We embrace the fact that children develop and learn in different ways. By adhering to the principles of the framework, we are able to address
and meet the needs of all the children in our care. We pride ourselves on the fact that we teach our children by ensuring that we plan for and
provide challenging, playful opportunities, across all areas of learning and development.

We meet the needs of all the children in our care by encouraging our children to foster the characteristics of effective early learning.
e Playing and exploring — engagement
» Finding out and exploring
» Playing with what they know
» Being willing to ‘have a go’

e Active learning — motivation
» Being involved and concentrating
> Keeping trying
> Enjoying and achieving what they set out to do

e Creating and thinking critically — thinking
» Having their own ideas
» Making links
» Choosing ways to do things

It is our aim to support and guide every child in our care, enabling them to reach their full potential academically, socially and emotionally.
We consider it our mission to empower our children with the skills and dispositions they need to become successful lifelong learners.

IF we open fhein eyes. we wiff open fhein minds.

(Lucy Stocker)
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Areas of Learning

Communication and Language

At Cross Gates Primary School, we place communication and Language at the heart of our curriculum. We recognise speech and language skills
underpin many other areas of children’s development by:

e Building confidence and self-esteem.

e Promoting social skills and forming relationships.

e Supporting emotional and behavioural development.

e Helping children to make sense of the world around them.

e Supporting communication skills.

e Providing a strong foundation for other areas of learning, such as reading and writing and enabling access to the whole curriculum.

We recognise the key ingredients for successful communication include: Attention and Listening, Vocabulary,
and Conversations. Children need nourishment in all five areas in order to develop into healthy communicators, who are oble fo express
themselves clearly and, just as importantly, understand what others say to them.

Our planning frequently reflects opportunities for children to develop these skills. Our ‘Talk for Writing' teaching sessions support children to become
confident and creative storytellers. Children learn language through memorable, meaningful repetition. The Talk for Writing approach enables
children to internalise the language of story so that they can imitate it, innovate on it and create their own effective stories independently.

We foster the ‘Favourite 5’ approach for daily story time, whereby five stories are carefully chosen each half term. These stories are read and re-
read frequently, thereby allowing children multiple exposures to new vocabulary and the opportunity to internalise language patterns. Also, ‘on
each rereading the children’s familiarity with the story deepens and, with that, comes a greater emotional engagement’ (Reading Framework,
2021). We foster a robust approach to learning new vocabulary, including directly explaining the meaning of new words. ‘Grandma Fantastic’
collects Tier 2 vocabulary in her basket from our ‘Favourite 5’ stories. This vocabulary is revisited frequently to support the children to absorb the
language and explore it in a wider context.

Our language rich environments nurture early communication development. Our indoor cosy spaces are designed to make children feel

comfortable and safe to talk. Lighting, colours and textures are chosen carefully to create a calming space. Our outdoor environment provides
children with the freedom to take risks with language. We recognise some children feel less pressurised in larger open spaces.
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Personal Social and Emotional Development

PSED is a crucial part of our Early Years Curriculum. We recognise that children need to be emotionally ready to learn, otherwise progress
could be compromised.

We recognise PSED does not happen in isolation but instead relies on influential adults providing children with positive feedback and
modelling appropriate behaviour. At Cross Gates Primary School, we believe in a restorative approach to behaviour management. Staff
consistently model ways to restore relationships after conflict.

We recognise children need to develop emotional vocabulary to be able to expressive their feelings appropriately. We prioritise developing
these skills during our nurturing ‘key worker group time'. ‘Mood Stars’ are used as an effective tool to teach children how to identify and
talk about their feelings.

We recognise the importance of supporting children to develop self-regulation skills. Being able to regulate their behaviour in different
situations and show resilience and perseverance in the face of challenge, is an important life skill. We have emotional toolkit resources
available in our ‘calm corners’ to support children to develop self-regulation skills.
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Physical Development

‘A moving child is a learning child’. Our Early Years Curriculum is centred around the provision we make to promote physical development,
as we recognise this Prime Area of Learning contributes significantly towards children’s cognitive development.

Before children are ready to write, we recognise they need time to develop their gross motor skills. Children need to develop coordination in their
shoulders before they start to develop coordination in their wrists and fingers. In Early Years, children are provided with a rich outdoor and indoor
learning environment, with a range of apparatus and resources, which allow them to develop core strength, balance and coordination. All staff
have completed movement play training. They use their knowledge to identify and support the development of children’s proprioception,
vestibular and tactile senses.

Alongside provision, which allows children to develop their gross motor skills, we create activities that require the children to develop their fine
motor skills. Some opportunities are initiated from the children’s daily routine, such as peeling their own fruit at the snack café. Other targeted
activities are set up on the finger gym tables.

In Nursery, children take part in ‘Squiggle Whilst You Wiggle'. It is a kinesthetic approach to stimulate early writing. It encourages children to dance
to music and following a sequence of movements. After they have used their gross motor skills, they use their fine motor skills to draw the sequence
of movements from the dance, using marker pens on large rolls of paper. Children in Early Years also enjoy participating in Dough Disco. Dough
Disco is a fun activity, which combines the use of playdough with a series of hand and finger exercises. The movements develop children’s fine
motor dexterity and hand eye coordination.
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Literacy

Reading
Children in our Nursery begin Phase 1 phonics, which concentrates on developing their speaking and listening skills. When children start Reception,

they continue to build upon their listening skills and are infroduced to Phase 2, which marks the start of systematic, synthetic phonic work. We
follow the Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised Scheme. Phonics is taught daily and is delivered in a whole class format to ensure that quality
first teaching is accessible to all children. Children begin to learn the relationship between sounds (phonemes) and the written spelling patterns,
or graphemes, which represent them. They learn to blend phonemes together to read, and segment words into phonemes to spell. As the children’s
confidence grows, and experience of phonics develops, they continue to work through Phase 3 and 4.

Children in Early Years are provided with many rich opportunities to engage in books that: spark their imagination and interest, motivate them to
learn phonics and enable them to become independent readers. Alongside a rich variety of quality books to enjoy in provision, children in
Reception have reading books, which they are encouraged to read regularly at home. These books are carefully chosen to ensure they closely
match the children’s phonetical understanding, so they can experience early reading success and gain confidence that they are ‘readers’. We
also ensure the books consolidate the learning that takes place in school.

Writing

Throughout continuous provision, inside and outside there are many opportunities for children to ‘mark make' and write. Presenting writing
resources in different areas of provision enables children to learn to write for a variety of purposes. Practitioners are skilled in recognising when to
suggest mark making opportunities, for example: writing mud pie recipes in the mud kitchen and writing shopping lists in the home corner. They
can arise from successful interactions during play.

We are inspired by Gregg Bottrills’ ‘Message Centre’ approach to encourage a love of mark making, writing and communicating. Our ‘message

centres’ are cenfral in the toom and are well stocked with a range of resources, including: paper, cards, zig-zig, books, envelopes, pens and
pencils. We celebrate and display mark making and writing on the children’s individual ‘pegs of pride’.
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Mathematics

Mathematics is taught through a mastery approach, which ensures children acquire a deep, long term, secure and adaptable
understanding of the subject. We follow the Mastery Number Scheme of Learning (NCETM), which ensures systematic progression of skills.

We deliver discreet mathematical teaching activities as well as promote cross curricular links to other areas of provision, b oth inside and
outside. There are many opportunities to embed and apply mathematical learning.

Mathematical learning arises from our daily routine. For example:

e Daily routine — we talk about the ‘parts’ of the day and the ‘whole’ day.

e Linear calendar - this illustrates the whole month and the events that occur, including: school days, weekends, holidays, special
occasions, e.g. birthdays and festivals. Conversations arise, such as *how many more days unfil ..... 's birthday?2" “What happened
yesterday?2” “What is happening tomorrow?e”

e ‘Vote for your favourite’ — the children vote for which story they would like to listen to. We count the votes to see which story has the
most votes and which story has the least votes.

o Self-registration — we use 10 frames to count how many children are in school each day.

In Early Years, we provide a range of ‘maths manipulatives’ both inside and outside, which help children bring meaning to abstract
mathematical concepts. They are always accessible in continuous provision.
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Understanding the World

Within this area of learning, we support children to make sense of their physical world and their community. This is achieved through
opportunities to explore, observe and find out about people, places, technology, and the environment.

We strongly believe in the manifesto ‘Learning Outside the Classroom’.

The best clagymoom and The niches! cupboand i moofed onfy by fhe sty

(Margaret McMillan)

In Early Years we follow the Wanderlust Nature Study, from ‘Hygge in the Early Years'. The 52 week programme is organised around the natural
rhythm of the seasons and offers opportunities to learn about wildlife, natural phenomena and the natural world.

Within our classrooms, we have a nature display to inspire conversation and develop curiosity. These are based around the weekly themes
delivered in the study.

We are passionate about Forest Schools and the benefits it can offer children. We take groups out into our school grounds and nearby green
spaces to immerse the children in learning through all their senses. We recognise the impact it can have on children’s wellbeing and physical
development.
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Expressive Arts and Design

We strongly believe in offering open ended, process (not product) focused art opportunities that celebrate children’s individuality. We value
children’s expression of thoughts and allow them take the lead in the art process. This perspective allows the characteristics of effective learning
to thrive, especially ‘Creating and Thinking Critically’. Children can ‘*have their own ideas’, ‘make links’ and ‘choose ways to do things’

Art resources are organised to promote self-selection and to allow children to make their own choices.

We provide a range of loose parts for the children to explore and investigate. Our loose part play provision offers children the freedom to
discover and create and gives the adult insight into children's thinking. Our environments inspire children to experiment with loose parts and
initiate their own play opportunities.

Children have the opportunity to express themselves through a range of media and materials. This also includes, design and fechnology, dance

and music. Our outdoor stage and music area encourages self-expression through performance. It provides children with the opportunity to
develop their own self-confidence and self-awareness.
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First Steps Nursery Ow

We recognise the importance of responding to the needs of our community so we opened First Steps Nursery in September 2019. First Steps Nursery
offers all eligible two year olds, 15 hours a week free Early Years Provision on a fully flexible basis. If Parents and Carers are not eligible for the free
15 hours a week, 2 year old funding, they have the option to pay for sessions.

Our 2 Years Old room is equipped with high quality resources, which support opened ended learning and development. The Early Years
Practitioners create stimulating ‘invitations to play’, which inspire learning and support development across all Areas of Learning. Our high quality
provision has been recognised and praised by the NOCTUA Teaching School Alliance.

The Early Years Practitioners work in partnership with parents to ensure children feel happy, safe and secure. Working positively with parents ensures
we develop the needs of the whole child. We recognise the importance of engaging with parents at this early stage and making them feel a
supported and valued.

Opening First Steps has strengthened our links with our community and local Children’s Centre. We work in parthership to support families and
ensure they receive appropriate support.
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